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There are three Mumbais

First, we have the Mumbai of a man or woman who was born here, who takes the city for granted and accepts its size
and turbulence as natural & inevitable.

Second, there is the Mumbai of the daily commuter- the city that accepts thousands of workers from all satellite cities
each day via the lifeline of locals, BEST, “shared taxi” and now the metro as well.

Third, there is the Mumbai of a person who was born somewhere else and came to Mumbai in quest of something.

Of the 3 trembling cities, the greatest us the last- the city of final destination, the city that is a goal. It is this third city
that accounts for Mumbai’s disposition, its poetical imperfections, its dedication to finance, service and nation building.

The commuters give this city its restlessness and sense of urgency. The old timers give it solidity and continuity but the
settlers give it passion. And whether it is a daily wager from Jharkhand coming to the city as an unskilled labourer on a
construction site or Marwadi family from Rajasthan coming to set up a small trading enterprise or a young ambitious
young woman arriving from a small town in Haryana to escape the indignity of being observed by her neighbours or a
young writer aspiring to break into the burgeoning film industry, it makes no difference. Each embraces Mumbai with
the intense excitement of first love, each absorbs Mumbai with the fresh eyes of an adventurer, each embraces the
imperfections of the city while keeping his/her eyes on the goal with the dream of making it big in the city of dreams.
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